PART | - GOD’'S HEART - WEEK 1 OF 30

reation

Two hands reach across empty space and do not quite meet. Nearness was the
design. The gap is not the design.

OPEN PART | BY SAYING

For four weeks, do not start with the problem. Start with God. Creation, love,
mercy, and grace are not warm-up acts for the gospel. They are the God of the
gospel. If the room wants to rush to the cross, let them feel the wait.
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Before you gather

¢ Read Day 1, Creation, in The Visual Gospel. Do not reteach the essay.
* Read Psalm 8:3—6 in your Bible. The excerpt below is only a backup.

e Your people should already have answered the day's reflection questions. Do not ask
those again.

1- ICEBREAKER - 7 MIN

Open the room

When you were ten, what did you think a good life was for? A job, a team,

making someone proud, being left alone?

Leader. Get ordinary answers. You will contrast them with “for God” later. Do not correct anyone

yet. Say that passing is allowed, especially the first few weeks.

2 - THE WORD - 8 MIN

See it, then say it

IF YOU NEED THE WORDS

Give the room ten quiet seconds with the drawing. Then say: These hands were
meant to meet. We were made for God, not merely made by God. The gospel

starts there, in a garden, before it starts with our failure.

DEFINITION, FROM THE BOOK
Creation is God making the whole world and everything in it. He made people

in a special way so we could know, love, and reflect Him.

IN THE ORIGINAL LANGUAGE
Hebrew asah — to fashion, accompilish, or produce. Greek poied — to make, to create,
to do.

MEMORY VERSE - GENESIS 1:26-27
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Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.” So
God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created
him; male and female he created them.

Together, open the flashcard for Creation. Say the word, the definition, and the verse once. Then

put the phone away.

3 - OPEN THE BIBLE - 15 MIN
Psalm 8:3-6

The memory work is Genesis 1. Psalm 8 looks at the same truth from underneath the
night sky: people are small, and yet crowned. Stay in this psalm. Do not reteach the

garden essay.

When | look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which
you have set in place, what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man

that you care for him? Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings
and crowned him with glory and honor. You have given him dominion over the works

of your hands; you have put all things under his feet.

Have two readers if you can. Bibles open. The excerpt is only here so a forgotten Bible does not
stop the night.

From the passage

1. In these verses, what belongs to God alone, and what is handed to human beings?

CORE

Leader. God made the heavens. People receive mind, care, a crown, and a task. Dignity is given,

not seized.

2. The writer is looking at the sky while he says this. What kind of prayer is this— a

boast, a question, or both?

Leader. It is wonder. Creation theology that never becomes worship has missed the psalm.

4 - AROUND THE ROOM - 20 MIN
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A conversation this chapter did not assign

3. Colossians 1:16 says all things were made through the Son and for Him. If the gospel
is God's story before it is our rescue story, what has to change in the way we usually

explain Jesus?

Leader. Listen for answers that still put us at the center. Gently move the subject from “what |

get” to“who He is”

4. Genesis 3:15 is the first promise that the Creator will not abandon what He made.
Why is that promise already gospel, even though no one in the story has been to a cross

yet? CORE

Leader. The rescue was promised in the same chapter as the ruin. Creation and redemption are

one story.

5. Isaiah 43:6—7 says God formed a people for His glory. Where do the people in our

town go looking for a glory that creatures were never meant to carry?

Leader. Keep it local: work, kids" sports, romance, reputation, ministry success. No need for

personal confession yet.

5-SAY IT - 5 MIN

In one sentence

You were made by God and for God, and the gospel is
how He remakes what sin broke.

Ask for two volunteers, not the whole circle. They may look at the sentence, then try it without

looking. Clumsy and true is the goal.

6 - PRAY - 8 MIN

Leave silence between these

1. Thank God as Maker — of the room you are in, and of the people in it.

2. Confess the ways we treat ourselves as the center of the story.
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3. Ask for eyes to see the person beside you as image-bearing handiwork, not as a

problem to manage.

Before you stumble

Resist skipping straight to “and then we sinned.” Sit in the goodness for a few

minutes. The bad news will land harder in Part || because you did.

WITH STUDENTS

Ask which feels harder to believe: that they are small, or that they are crowned.
Most students feel one of those and not the other.

IF YOU STILL HAVE TIME
John 1:1-5. The Word who made all things is the Word who will take on flesh. If

you have five extra minutes, read it and stop. Do not preview the whole study.
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